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Whole School Art and DT Overview 2023/2024 

 

Year group Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

EYFS Topic Autumn, Dinosaurs and space 
 

Frozen planet (Antarctica and Penguins) Down on the farm 

EYFS 
Arts and 
Crafts area 
SKILLS - Use and 

begin to control a 
range of media. 
Draw on different 
surfaces and 
coloured paper. 
 
Cut shapes using 
scissors and other 
modelling tools. 
 
Build a 
construction 
sculpture using a 
variety of objects 
e.g. recycled, 
natural and 
manmade 
materials. 

 
Wood Work 
area 
SKILLS (plan) – 
Select a range 
of tools and 
equipment. 
PRATICAL SKILLS 

What can we see – 
Access art 
experience –  
 
Andy Goldsworthy –  
Finding circles,  
Collecting, arranging 
and drawing – 
patterns 
 
 
 
Cooking – making 
bread, Harvest and 
little Red Hen. 
 
Bird Feeders 

CLAY DIYA LAMPS Enjoy 

using a variety of malleable 
media such as clay, papier 
mache, salt dough.  
 

SPACE- Peter Thorpe 

CHALK - 
SKILLS :DRAWING Enjoy 

using graphic tools, fingers, 
hands, chalk, pens and pencils. 
CHALK – smudging.  
 

Salt dough fossils 
SKILLS - Enjoy using a variety of 
malleable media such as clay, 
papier mâché, salt dough.  
Impress and apply simple 
decoration. 

 
 

How can we 

explore colours – 
Access Art 

experience 

John Kelly - Re-

create their own 

Antarctica pictures 

inspired by John 

Kelly, using only 3 

colours. 

SKILLS: PAINTING 
Enjoy using a variety of 
tools including 
different size brushes 
and tools. E.g. sponge 
brushes, fingers, twigs.  
Recognise and name 
the primary colours 
being used. 
Mix and match colours 
to different artefacts 
and objects. 

 
Chinese Banquet. 
Cooking and nutrition 
Food preparation, 
cooking and nutrition. 

Clay penguins – 
Sculpt the clay to 
make a penguin.  
SKILLS : roll, pat and 
pinch the clay. 

 
Paint our models – 
SKILLS - Explore 
working with paint on 
different surfaces and 
in different ways. 
 
Pancakes –plan,  
measure, make, cook, 
taste and evaluate. 

SKILLS – (Making) 
Practical skills and 
techniques – 
measure, mix and 
whisk. 
SKILLS -Evaluate 
Own ideas and 
products –make 
simple judgments. 
 

Observational drawings of 
flowers – natural world 
 
Print with string 
 
 
Cooking and nutrition  
Where food comes from – 
Learning about the farm and 
healthy food.  
Food preparation, cooking and 
nutrition. 
 
Healthy food – Plan and design a 
healthy pizza. Evaluate – make 
simple judgments.  
 
Make butter – little red hen 
 
 

 

Making Lemonade – 
linked to a pirates diet. 



AND 
TECHNIQUES -
assemble, join 
and combine 
materials and 
components 

SKILLS - How to 
use techniques 
such as cutting, 
peeling, grating 
and spiralising. 

Easter – Hot cross 
buns and Easter egg 
nests. 

Year 1 Topic Marvellous Me! Frogs and Fairies Out of this World Oh, I do like to be beside 
the seaside! 

Year 1 
SKILLS: Drawing 

Spirals: 
Using drawing, 
collage and mark-
making to explore 
spirals. Introducing 
sketchbooks. 

Template and 
joining- (textiles 

puppets) POAP 

Simple 

Printmaking 
Explore simple 
ways to make a 
print. Use line, 
shape, colour and 
texture to explore 
pattern, 
sequencing and 
symmetry. 

Sliders and 
Leavers – (Spring 

pop up cards) POAP  

Preparing fruit 
and vegetables -        

(POAP) 

 

Making Birds 
Sculptural project 
beginning with making 
drawings from 
observation, exploring 
media, and transforming 
the drawings from 2D to 

3D to make a bird. 

 

Year 2 Topic Tiaras, Turrets and Treason The British Isles / United Kingdom  
Time for Tea 

Around the World 
Let’s Explore 

Year 2 SKILLS: Drawing 

Explore & Draw 

Introducing the 
idea that artists 
can be collectors & 
explorers as they 
develop drawing 
and composition 
skills. 
 
 

Healthy eating – 
Preparing Fruit and 
vegetables – making a 
picnic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Expressive 
Painting - 
Explore how 
painters 
sometimes use 
paint in an 
expressive and 
gestural way. 
Explore colour 
mixing and 
experimental mark-
making to create 

abstract still lifes.  

 Sliders and leavers 
– Castle draw 
bridges (POAP) 
 
. 
 
 

 
 
 

Stick Transformation 

Project 
Explore how you can 

transform a familiar object 
into new and fun forms.  

 

Freestanding structures  
(POAP) picture frames. 
 

Year 3 Topic The Ancient Egyptians The Stone Age to the Iron Age Extreme Earth 

Year 3 SKILL - 

Gestural Drawing 

with Charcoal 
Making loose, 
gestural drawings 

Healthy and varied 
Diet –making Pizza 

(POAP) 

Working with 

Shape and 

Colour 
“Painting with 

Scissors”: 

2D shape to 3D 
Product- (POAP) 
 
 

Making Animated 

Drawings 

Explore how to create 
simple moving 

drawings by making 

Shell Structures – 

(POAP) 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/simple-printmaking/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/simple-printmaking/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-making-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/explore-draw/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/stick-transformation-project/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/stick-transformation-project/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/gestural-drawing-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/gestural-drawing-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-with-shape-and-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-with-shape-and-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-with-shape-and-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/animated-drawings/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/animated-drawings/


with charcoal, and 
exploring drama 
and performance.  

Collage and 
stencil in 

response to 
looking at 
artwork. 

 
 
 

paper “puppets” and 
animate them using 

tablets. 

. 

Year 4 Topic The Ancient Romans Rainforests (Science) Our Local Area 

Year 4 SKILL-Drawing 

Storytelling 

Through Drawing 
Explore how artists 
create sequenced 
drawings to share 
and tell stories. 
Create accordian 
books or comic 
strips to retell 
poetry or prose 
through drawing. 
  

Healthy and varied 
diet – Pasta 

(POAP) 
 

Exploring 

Pattern 
Exploring how we 
can use colour, 
line and shape to 
create patterns, 
including 
repeating 
patterns. 

 

Linkages and 
Leavers ( POAP) 

 
 

The Art of Display 

Explore how the way 
we display our work 

can affect the way it is 
seen. 

 

Simple Circuits and 
Switches. 
(POAP) 

 

Year 5 Topic The Ancient Greeks Space (Science) Viking and Saxons 

Year 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SKILLS- Drawing 

Typography & 

Maps 
Exploring how we 
can create 
typography through 
drawing and design, 
and use our skills to 
create personal and 
highly visual maps.   
 

 
 

Year 5/6 Food –(POAP) 
 
Celebrating culture 
and seasonality - 
Autumn linked to 
Greek foods 
 

 Making 

Monotypes 
Combine the 
monotype process 
with painting & 
collage to make 
visual poetry zines. 
 
 

 

Year 5/6 Structures  

(POAP) – Frame 
structures in 

Spring - making a 
free standing frame 
for a print in art. 

Set Design 
Explore creating a model 
set for theatre or 
animation inspired by 
poetry, prose, film or 
music. ( Beowolf 
puppets)  

 

 

Year 5/6 Textiles – 
(POAP) Combining 
different fabric 
shapes - Summer linked 

to Scandinavia or Anglo 
Saxons - money pouches 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/storytelling-through-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/storytelling-through-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/the-art-of-display/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-monotypes/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/making-monotypes/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/set-design


 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Year 6 Topic World War 2 Road Trippin’ The Tudors 

Year 6  

SKILL – Drawing 

2D Drawing to 3D 

Making 
Explore how 2D 
drawings can be 
transformed to 3D 
objects. Work 
towards a sculptural 
outcome or a 
graphic design 
outcome. 
 

 
 
 

 

Frame Structures 

– Anderson shelters 
(POAP) 
 
 

  

Exploring 

Identity 

Discover how 
artists use layers 
and juxtaposition 
to create artwork 
which explores 
identity. Make 

your own layered 
portrait. 

 
 

. 

Celebrating 
Culture and 
seasonality – 

(POAP) – linked to 
food from other 
countries. 
 
 

 

Shadow Puppets 
Explore how traditional 

and contemporary artists 
use cutouts and shadow 

puppets. 

 

 
Mechanical Systems 
(POAP) 
 

 

 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/2d-drawing-to-3d-making
https://www.accessart.org.uk/2d-drawing-to-3d-making
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/shadow-puppets/

